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Dreams of Destiny in the Babi and Bahai Faiths takes readers deep into the significant role
dreams play in almost all the religions and cultures of the world. Some people have thought of
dreams as a link between man and the spiritual world, the hallowed realm. In the writings of the
Bahai Faith, the phenomenon of dreaming is often cited as a proof for the existence and
immortality of the human soul, and the history of the Bahai Faith contains many examples of
dreams serving as premonitions, warnings, or reassurances to different individuals.This
compilation of significant dreams within Bahai history will delve into how they influenced the
lives of the dreamer as well as those around them. Some dreams confirm the faith of the
dreamer, others provide comfort during a time of sorrow or impending death, and still others
warn of dire consequences as a result of a dreamer’s wicked deeds.Dr. Amir Badiei has
meticulously compiled each dream and has explained relevance to the dreamer and to the
period of history in which the dreamer lived. It is hoped that this exploration of significant dreams
will provide reassurance and relief to a world seeking proof that God exists and that He is
watching over humanity.

About the AuthorDr. Amir Badiei is a retired professor from Oregon State University. He lives in
Salem, Oregon and has a doctorate in agronomy and plan physiology. He is the author of Stories
Told by 'Abdu'l-Baha (George Ronals, 2003). --This text refers to the paperback edition.
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references.978-1-61851-045-7 (alk. paper)978-1-61851-075-4 (ebook)1. Dreams—Religious
aspects—Bahai Faith. I. Title.BL65.D67B33 2013297.9’342—dc232013019340 Cover design
by Andrew JohnsonBook design by Patrick FalsoDEDICATIONThis book is dedicated to the
infants of the Bahá’í families who are languishing with their mothers under the most deplorable
conditions of Simnan prison in Iran. These tender souls are in prison solely because they were
born to Bahá’í parents. I dream of a day in which the whole human race will live in a world free of
religious and all other forms of prejudice, this baneful social disease.ACKNOWLEDGMENTSI
wish to express my sincere gratitude to Mrs. Dorothy Pedersen, a member of the Bahá’í
community of Salem, Oregon for devoting much of her precious time to the proofreading of the
manuscript and for making constructive suggestions for its improvement.I would also like to
thank Mr. Christopher Martin, an editor at the Bahá’í Publishing Trust, who generously spent his
time in editing and in assisting me in the preparation of the manuscript for publication.To my
daughter, Soha Badiei, I extend my gratitude for her continuous encouragement and her ever-
present support.CONTENTSIntroduction to the Bahá’í FaithIntroductionDreams of
DestinyNotesBibliographyINTRODUCTION TO THE BAHÁ’Í FAITHDuring the nineteenth
century, many religious scholars all over the world were expecting the appearance of their
Promised One. Some students of Christianity had come to the conclusion, based on the Bible’s
prophecies, that the return of Christ would take place during the 1840s. There were also some
Muslim theologians who were expecting the appearance of their “Lord of the Age” at about the
same time. In particular, there were two prominent theologians who were proclaiming the
imminent return of the “Lord of the Age” and were preparing their students for the Advent of the
promised Qá’im. The first of the two was Shaykh Aḥmad Al-Aḥsá’í, who was followed by his
successor, Siyyid Káẓim-i-Rashtí, who died in December, 1843.In May, 1844, a young merchant
of Shirázi named Siyyid ‘Alí-Muḥammad, declared His new mission and assumed the title of the
Báb. He announced to the people that He had been sent by God to usher in a new age and to
prepare humanity for the imminent appearance of another Messenger greater than Himself.The
force of the Báb’s character and utterance attracted many people to Him and soon He had a
great many followers who became known as the Bábís. The first eighteen individuals who
accepted His claim became known as the Letters of the Living. The Báb Himself and His
followers came under immediate attack from the religious and governmental authorities in Iran.
Almost all the Letters of the Living and thousands of His followers were fiercely and savagely



persecuted and eventually killed. In a few occasions, some groups of these hunted and
desperate Bábís banded together and rose in self-defense against the forces of aggression. The
Báb Himself was publicly executed in the city of Tabrizii in July 1850.Bahá’ís believe that the Báb
was an independent Messenger of God, Who initiated a new religion called the Bábí Faith. At the
same time, He was the Forerunner of the great Messenger to come, Bahá’u’lláh, much the same
as John the Baptist who foretold the coming of Christ.Bahá’u’lláh was, at first, one of the
followers of the Báb and publicly championed His Cause. His given name was Mírzá Ḥusayn ‘Alí,
and He belonged to an eminent and wealthy family of Tihrán, the capital city of Iran. Like other
Bábís, He was also persecuted and eventually imprisoned under the most appalling conditions.
After nearly four months, the king of Iran agreed to let Bahá’u’lláh leave the prison but decreed
that He must be banished from Iran.Bahá’u’lláh’s first place of exile was Baghdád, Iraq. After
living in Iraq for some ten years, He was banished, for a second time, to Istanbul. Just before
leaving Baghdád, Bahá’u’lláh declared Himself to be that long-awaited Messenger of God
promised by the Báb. After this announcement, the new religion became known as the Bahá’í
Faith. Bahá’ís believe that God, throughout history, has revealed Himself to mankind through a
number of Divine Teachers, Whose teachings guide and educate us. These teachings are the
basis for the advancement of human society. Bahá’u’lláh is the latest in a line of Messengers of
God that includes Abraham, Moses, Buddha, Christ, and Muḥammad.After a short stay in
Istanbul, Bahá’u’lláh was banished to Adrianople,iii where he resided for a few years. It was in
this city that Bahá’u’lláh proclaimed His message publicly by writing a series of letters to the
then temporal and spiritual leaders of the world. In these letters, He informed their recipients of
the advent of His Revelation and summoned them to international unity, arbitration, and
universal peace.His next and final banishment was to ‘Akká,iv which occurred in August 1868.
He spent the last twenty-four years of His life in and around this city which, at that time, was a
penal colony and one of the most desolate cities in the world. He passed away in Bahji, a suburb
of ‘Akká, in 1892 at the age of seventy-five. By then He had spent forty years of His life as a
prisoner and an exile.Before leaving this world, Bahá’u’lláh appointed His eldest son ‘Abdu’l-
Bahá as the head of the Bahá’í Faith and the authorized interpreter of His teachings. ‘Abdu’l-
Bahá’s ministry lasted for twenty-nine years until His passing in 1921. In His Will, He designated
His eldest grandson, Shoghi Effendi, as His successor. He was referred to by the Bahá’ís as the
Guardian of the Bahá’í Faith, a title which was conferred upon him by ‘Abdu’l-Bahá. The
Guardian’s ministry continued until his death in 1957, which marked the end of a period during
which the Faith was being guided by a single individual. The center of authority and the highest
governing body for the Bahá’í Faith today is the Universal House of Justice. It is composed of
nine members who are elected every five years by members of more than 180 national-level
governing councils worldwide known as National Spiritual Assemblies.During His lifetime,
Bahá’u’lláh wrote many volumes of books, through which He enunciated His principles, outlined
His teachings, and answered diverse questions that came to Him from His followers and others.
Bahá’ís consider His writings to be the revealed Word of God, and they are now translated into



more than eight hundred languages.In His writings, Bahá’u’lláh also established the institutions
of His Faith and the pattern of its future organization. The Bahá’í Faith has no clergy, and its
affairs are administered by governing councils that operate on local, national, and international
levels.The basic goal of the Bahá’í Faith is to bring about the unification of the entire world.
Bahá’u’lláh taught us that there is one God, that there is only one human race, and that the basis
of all the divine religions is one. He has stated, “Revile ye not one another. We, verily, have come
to unite and weld together all that dwell on earth.” He has also stated, “The earth is but one
country and mankind its citizens.”Further, Bahá’u’lláh has given us a set of principles and a
social structure to facilitate bringing about the unity of the diverse peoples of the world. Some of
these principals are:The independent investigation of truthThat religion must be the cause of
unityThat religion must be in accord with science and reasonThe elimination of prejudice of all
kindThe equality of men and womenUniversal access to educationThe adoption of a universal
auxiliary languageSpiritual solutions to economic problemsUniversal peace upheld by a world
government.To enumerate all the principles is beyond the scope of this short introduction.
Mention must be made, however, of the importance Bahá’u’lláh has placed on two other
principles: justice and consultation. He calls justice “the best beloved of all things” in the sight of
God. He also singles out consultation as the key for settling disputes and for developing plans
and policies for the common good.Today, the Bahá’í teachings and principles are put to practice
throughout the world by millions who come from different racial, cultural, ethnic, and economic
backgrounds. They all believe that the message of the Bahá’í Faith is uniquely relevant to the
problems and concerns facing humanity in today’s world. Bahá’u’lláh states, “The All-Knowing
Physician hath His finger on the pulse of mankind. He perceiveth the disease, and prescribeth,
in His unerring wisdom, the remedy. Every age hath its own problem and every soul its particular
aspiration. The remedy the world needeth in its present-day afflictions can never be the same as
that which a subsequent age may require” (Bahá’u’lláh, Gleanings from the Writings of
Bahá’u’lláh, no. 106.1).i A city in the southwest of Iran, and the capital of Fars province.ii A city
located in the northwest part of Iran, and the capital of East Azerbaijan Province.iii Its modern
name is Edirne. It is a city in the northwest of Turkey near the border with Greece.iv ‘Akká or Acre
is a city in northern Israel at the northern extremity of Haifa Bay.INTRODUCTION“Among these
[individuals who awaited the advent of the Promised One in Karbilá] was Ṭáhirih,i fasting by day,
practicing religious disciplines, and spending the night in vigils, and chanting prayers. One night
when it was getting along toward dawn she laid her head on her pillow, lost all awareness of this
earthly life, and dreamed a dream; in her vision a youth, a Siyyid, wearing a black cloak and a
green turban, appeared to her in the heavens; he was standing in the air, reciting verses and
praying with his hands upraised. At once, she memorized one of those verses, and wrote it down
in her notebook when she awoke. After the Báb had declared His mission, and His first book,
‘The Best of Stories,’ was circulated, Ṭáhirih was reading a section of the text one day, and she
came upon that same verse, which she had noted down from the dream. Instantly offering
thanks, she fell to her knees and bowed her forehead to the ground, convinced that the Báb’s



message was truth.”1The foregoing is the story of Ṭáhirih’s acceptance of the Báb’s claim as told
by ‘Abdu’l-Bahá.ii The Báb’s first book, “The Best of Stories,” (Aḥsanu’l-Qiṣaṣ) which is
mentioned above, is the Qayyum’l-Asma’ or “The Commentary on the Súrih of Joseph,” which
was regarded by the early Bábís as the Qur’án of the Bábí dispensation. Since the Qur’án refers
to the story of Joseph as the best of stories, “We tell thee the best of stories, in inspiring thee
with this Qurán,”2 its commentary, written by the Báb, was also known as “The Best of Stories.”
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great many followers who became known as the Bábís. The first eighteen individuals who
accepted His claim became known as the Letters of the Living. The Báb Himself and His
followers came under immediate attack from the religious and governmental authorities in Iran.
Almost all the Letters of the Living and thousands of His followers were fiercely and savagely
persecuted and eventually killed. In a few occasions, some groups of these hunted and
desperate Bábís banded together and rose in self-defense against the forces of aggression. The
Báb Himself was publicly executed in the city of Tabrizii in July 1850.Bahá’ís believe that the Báb
was an independent Messenger of God, Who initiated a new religion called the Bábí Faith. At the
same time, He was the Forerunner of the great Messenger to come, Bahá’u’lláh, much the same
as John the Baptist who foretold the coming of Christ.Bahá’u’lláh was, at first, one of the
followers of the Báb and publicly championed His Cause. His given name was Mírzá Ḥusayn ‘Alí,
and He belonged to an eminent and wealthy family of Tihrán, the capital city of Iran. Like other
Bábís, He was also persecuted and eventually imprisoned under the most appalling conditions.
After nearly four months, the king of Iran agreed to let Bahá’u’lláh leave the prison but decreed
that He must be banished from Iran.Bahá’u’lláh’s first place of exile was Baghdád, Iraq. After
living in Iraq for some ten years, He was banished, for a second time, to Istanbul. Just before
leaving Baghdád, Bahá’u’lláh declared Himself to be that long-awaited Messenger of God
promised by the Báb. After this announcement, the new religion became known as the Bahá’í
Faith. Bahá’ís believe that God, throughout history, has revealed Himself to mankind through a
number of Divine Teachers, Whose teachings guide and educate us. These teachings are the
basis for the advancement of human society. Bahá’u’lláh is the latest in a line of Messengers of
God that includes Abraham, Moses, Buddha, Christ, and Muḥammad.After a short stay in
Istanbul, Bahá’u’lláh was banished to Adrianople,iii where he resided for a few years. It was in
this city that Bahá’u’lláh proclaimed His message publicly by writing a series of letters to the
then temporal and spiritual leaders of the world. In these letters, He informed their recipients of
the advent of His Revelation and summoned them to international unity, arbitration, and
universal peace.His next and final banishment was to ‘Akká,iv which occurred in August 1868.
He spent the last twenty-four years of His life in and around this city which, at that time, was a
penal colony and one of the most desolate cities in the world. He passed away in Bahji, a suburb
of ‘Akká, in 1892 at the age of seventy-five. By then He had spent forty years of His life as a
prisoner and an exile.Before leaving this world, Bahá’u’lláh appointed His eldest son ‘Abdu’l-
Bahá as the head of the Bahá’í Faith and the authorized interpreter of His teachings. ‘Abdu’l-
Bahá’s ministry lasted for twenty-nine years until His passing in 1921. In His Will, He designated
His eldest grandson, Shoghi Effendi, as His successor. He was referred to by the Bahá’ís as the
Guardian of the Bahá’í Faith, a title which was conferred upon him by ‘Abdu’l-Bahá. The
Guardian’s ministry continued until his death in 1957, which marked the end of a period during
which the Faith was being guided by a single individual. The center of authority and the highest
governing body for the Bahá’í Faith today is the Universal House of Justice. It is composed of
nine members who are elected every five years by members of more than 180 national-level



governing councils worldwide known as National Spiritual Assemblies.During His lifetime,
Bahá’u’lláh wrote many volumes of books, through which He enunciated His principles, outlined
His teachings, and answered diverse questions that came to Him from His followers and others.
Bahá’ís consider His writings to be the revealed Word of God, and they are now translated into
more than eight hundred languages.In His writings, Bahá’u’lláh also established the institutions
of His Faith and the pattern of its future organization. The Bahá’í Faith has no clergy, and its
affairs are administered by governing councils that operate on local, national, and international
levels.The basic goal of the Bahá’í Faith is to bring about the unification of the entire world.
Bahá’u’lláh taught us that there is one God, that there is only one human race, and that the basis
of all the divine religions is one. He has stated, “Revile ye not one another. We, verily, have come
to unite and weld together all that dwell on earth.” He has also stated, “The earth is but one
country and mankind its citizens.”Further, Bahá’u’lláh has given us a set of principles and a
social structure to facilitate bringing about the unity of the diverse peoples of the world. Some of
these principals are:The independent investigation of truthThat religion must be the cause of
unityThat religion must be in accord with science and reasonThe elimination of prejudice of all
kindThe equality of men and womenUniversal access to educationThe adoption of a universal
auxiliary languageSpiritual solutions to economic problemsUniversal peace upheld by a world
government.To enumerate all the principles is beyond the scope of this short introduction.
Mention must be made, however, of the importance Bahá’u’lláh has placed on two other
principles: justice and consultation. He calls justice “the best beloved of all things” in the sight of
God. He also singles out consultation as the key for settling disputes and for developing plans
and policies for the common good.Today, the Bahá’í teachings and principles are put to practice
throughout the world by millions who come from different racial, cultural, ethnic, and economic
backgrounds. They all believe that the message of the Bahá’í Faith is uniquely relevant to the
problems and concerns facing humanity in today’s world. Bahá’u’lláh states, “The All-Knowing
Physician hath His finger on the pulse of mankind. He perceiveth the disease, and prescribeth,
in His unerring wisdom, the remedy. Every age hath its own problem and every soul its particular
aspiration. The remedy the world needeth in its present-day afflictions can never be the same as
that which a subsequent age may require” (Bahá’u’lláh, Gleanings from the Writings of
Bahá’u’lláh, no. 106.1).i A city in the southwest of Iran, and the capital of Fars province.ii A city
located in the northwest part of Iran, and the capital of East Azerbaijan Province.iii Its modern
name is Edirne. It is a city in the northwest of Turkey near the border with Greece.iv ‘Akká or Acre
is a city in northern Israel at the northern extremity of Haifa Bay.INTRODUCTION“Among these
[individuals who awaited the advent of the Promised One in Karbilá] was Ṭáhirih,i fasting by day,
practicing religious disciplines, and spending the night in vigils, and chanting prayers. One night
when it was getting along toward dawn she laid her head on her pillow, lost all awareness of this
earthly life, and dreamed a dream; in her vision a youth, a Siyyid, wearing a black cloak and a
green turban, appeared to her in the heavens; he was standing in the air, reciting verses and
praying with his hands upraised. At once, she memorized one of those verses, and wrote it down



in her notebook when she awoke. After the Báb had declared His mission, and His first book,
‘The Best of Stories,’ was circulated, Ṭáhirih was reading a section of the text one day, and she
came upon that same verse, which she had noted down from the dream. Instantly offering
thanks, she fell to her knees and bowed her forehead to the ground, convinced that the Báb’s
message was truth.”1The foregoing is the story of Ṭáhirih’s acceptance of the Báb’s claim as told
by ‘Abdu’l-Bahá.ii The Báb’s first book, “The Best of Stories,” (Aḥsanu’l-Qiṣaṣ) which is
mentioned above, is the Qayyum’l-Asma’ or “The Commentary on the Súrih of Joseph,” which
was regarded by the early Bábís as the Qur’án of the Bábí dispensation. Since the Qur’án refers
to the story of Joseph as the best of stories, “We tell thee the best of stories, in inspiring thee
with this Qurán,”2 its commentary, written by the Báb, was also known as “The Best of
Stories.”Whatever the truth behind the literal account of Joseph’s earthly life, as related in the
Bible and the Qur’án, its spiritual and symbolic significance has been of paramount interest to
countless religious scholars. In essence, it represents the prototype, the illustrative pattern, of
the life of the Perfect Man, or of any of the Manifestations of God. Bahá’u’lláh, for example,
identifying Himself with Joseph, states, “Again Thou didst cast Me into the prison-cell of the
ungodly, for no reason except that I was moved to whisper into the ears of the well-favored
denizens of Thy Kingdom an intimation of the vision with which Thou hadst, through Thy
knowledge, inspired Me, and revealed to Me its meaning through the potency of Thy might.”3
This divine and enduring story has run, like a common thread, through the writings and
expositions of Judaism, Christianity, Islám, the Bábí religion, and the Bahá’í Faith. Besides, the
story of Joseph, with its numerous interpretations and commentaries, has permeated and
greatly enriched mankind’s literature throughout the world. Joseph and his Brothers, for
example, is a four-part epic novel written over a period of sixteen years and is one of the largest
and most significant literary works of its author, Thomas Mann, the German novelist.The story of
Joseph, the last patriarch mentioned in the Book of Genesis, first appears in the Old Testament.
It is an interesting account of Joseph’s life that runs for fourteen chapters, and it is one of the
longest and most absorbing stories in the Bible. In Christianity, it has been taken to be a
paradigm foreshadowing the trials and the triumphs of Jesus Christ’s earthly and spiritual life.
Some Christian scholars have listed numerous parallels between the story of Joseph and that of
Jesus Christ. Subsequently, the story was retold in Islám in the authoritative and the most
enchanting language of revelation, taking up one entire súrih (chapter) of the Qur’án. This twelfth
súrih of the Qur’án is permanently and intimately associated with the opening scene of the Báb’s
declaration to Mullá Ḥusayn on the eve of May 22, 1844. Addressing him, the Báb said, “‘Now is
the time to reveal the commentary on the Súrih of Joseph.’”4 Bahá’u’lláh has characterized this
commentary as “… the first, the greatest, and mightiest of all books …” in the Bábí
Dispensation.5 The Guardian tells us that the fundamental purpose of this commentary was “to
forecast what the true Joseph (Bahá’u’lláh) would, in a succeeding Dispensation, endure at the
hands of one who was at once His arch-enemy and blood brother.”6In the writings of Bahá’u’lláh
and ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, we find frequent references to the story of Joseph. In The Four Valleys, for



example, Bahá’u’lláh says, “Methinks at this moment, I catch the fragrance of His garment
blowing from the Egypt of Bahá; verily He seemeth near at hand, though men may think Him far
away.”7Joseph is portrayed in both the Old Testament and the Qur’án as a man with a pure
heart, high integrity, forgiveness, wisdom, and knowledge. In the latter, it is stated, “And when he
had attained his maturity, We gave him wisdom and knowledge: and thus do We reward those
who do good.”8 God had also favored him with the talent and the skill to interpret dreams. For
this, Joseph expresses his gratitude to the Almighty by saying, “O my Lord! Thou hast indeed
bestowed on me some power, and taught me something of the interpretation of dreams and
events …9 Joseph’s knowledge and understanding of dreams played a critical role in the course
of his life. He was first released from the prison and, subsequently, established on the seat of
power by accurately interpreting the dreams of his two prison-mates and those of the pharaoh.
He also had his own fateful and prophetic dream, which he related to his father, Jacob: “O my
father! I did see eleven stars and the sun and the moon: I saw them prostrate themselves to
me!”10 Much later, when his parents and his eleven brothers fell down in prostration before him
in Egypt, Joseph said, “O father! this is the fulfillment of my vision of old! Allah hath made it
come true!”11 Hence, the story of Joseph becomes the story of a dream, its epiphany, its
progression, and its fulfillment. Saeidi has written that “The realization of the dream in the realm
of phenomena is the historical revelation of the invisible and eternal divine truth,”12—that is,
God’s progressive revelation.Joseph’s course of life, profoundly influenced by his dream and his
ability to interpret dreams, had a significant impact on the ensuing history of the Israelites.
Through his guidance and influence, they first migrated to the land of Egypt, settled there and,
subsequently, grew to a great multitude. Their increased number alarmed the Egyptians, who
adopted an oppressive attitude towards them. This eventually forced the Israelites to lead a life
of servitude and slavery and culminated in the appearance of a great Manifestation of God,
Moses, among them. It was Moses who led the oppressed Israelites in their exodus out of Egypt,
taking the bones of Joseph, the dream interpreter, with them.Dreams have played a significant
role in almost all the religions and cultures of the world. Some people have thought of dreams as
a link between man and the spiritual world, the hallowed realm. As stated by Bulkeley, “Nearly all
the world’s religions share the belief that some dreams are true revelations of the Divine,
bringing people into direct contact with some kind of trans-personal being, force, or reality.”13
This same idea is expressed in the book of Job: “For God may speak in one way, or in another,
yet man does not perceive it. In a dream, in a vision of the night, when deep sleep falleth upon
men, in slumbering upon the bed; Then he openeth the ears of men, and sealeth their
instruction, That he may withdraw man from his purpose, and hide pride from man.”14A cursory
survey of religious writings indicates a distinct possibility of the concurrence of religion and
dream from the beginning of time. There are many references to dreams in the early Hindu
writings. The book of Genesis, probably the oldest Jewish literature, contains several significant
dreams of the patriarchs. We have already made references to those dreams that were related to
the story of Joseph. Before His birth, Zoroaster’s parents dreamed that they would have a child



who would change the world. According to Shoghi Effendi,iii Zoroaster was awakened to His
mission by a succession of seven visions.15 The Buddhists believe that a dream by Queen
Maya, the mother of Buddha, was the herald of His conception in her womb. In the Gospel of
Mathew we encounter dream as a vehicle for revelation. Four times, Joseph receives divine
communications through dreams. In the Qur’án, dreams are mentioned mainly in connection
with the stories of the past prophets, such as the dreams associated with the story of Joseph
and that of Abraham’s concerning the sacrifice of His son. And finally, in Bábí and Bahá’í
literature, we find numerous dreams, many of which will be related on the following pages of this
book.Dream has often been regarded as a phenomenon that can foretell a future event.
Bahá’u’lláh states, “Behold how the thing which thou hast seen in thy dream is, after a
considerable lapse of time, fully realized.”16 ‘Abdu’l-Bahá says, “It often happens that a man in a
state of wakefulness has not been able to accomplish the solution of a problem, and when he
goes to sleep, he will reach that solution in a dream.”17 History traces the roots of a great
number of discoveries to dreams. The discovery of the chemical transmission of nerve impulses
by Otto Loewi, a German-born physiologist, for example, is a case in point. It was his dream that
guided him in this discovery for which he won the Nobel Prize for medicine in 1936. And
according to Einstein, his theory of relativity first came to him in a dream.In the writings of
Bahá’u’lláh, the Báb, and ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, the phenomenon of dreaming is often cited as a proof for
the existence and immortality of the human soul. ‘Abdu’l-Baha has made a statement to the
effect that God has created dream to make the people believe in the existence of other worlds
and in man’s perpetual growth.18 In his well-known poem, “The Dream,” Lord Byron says,
dreams “look like heralds of eternity.”19To elucidate the existence of the human spirit and its
independence from his physical entity, the Prophets of God, philosophers and thinkers have all
alluded to the phenomenon of dreaming. James Lewis writes, “It has also been postulated that
at least one of the sources of the idea of a soul distinct from the body is dreams. During dreams,
one has the experience of traveling to other realms, interacting with people, and doing various
things; simultaneously, the physical body remains confined in bed. While the dream realm is
shadowy and surreal, it nevertheless feels like a place apart from the world of everyday
experience. Therefore, it is not unreasonable to speculate that during dreams the conscious self
somehow separates from the body. If we add to this the common experience of meeting
departed friends and relatives in dreams, it is no giant step to conclude that the same ‘soul’ that
separates from the body during dreams also survives the death of the body. If this hypothesis is
correct, then dreams also contribute to the idea of a soul as it has traditionally been formulated
in most world religions.”20
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Grace S, “A very rewarding book to have.. The many accounts of a rich variety of mystical
dreams is very inspiring. It strengthens one's faith in powers and connections that we may
experience but how it happens remains mysterious. The fact of communication to the mind
when the body is asleep is fascinating.  Appreciate all the work the author put into this.”

Sylvio Fausto Gil Filho, “Five Stars. excellent”

Rachel Sabani, “Dreams of Destiny in the Bábí and Bahá'í Faiths by Amir Badiei is a truly
amazing book.. Dreams of Destiny in the Bábí and Bahá'í Faiths by Amir Badiei is a truly
amazing book.First, simply take a look at the cover. Gorgeous! My initial impression is of the
horizon of the ocean, depicted with the view one would have upon laying down. The dreamy
colors set the stage immediately for the mysteries and visions to follow.Dreams of Destiny is, as
the title details, a record of dreams and the influence of dreams in the Bahá'í and Bábí Faiths.
Badiei has catalogued and arranged the records of over a hundred dreams that relate to the
Faiths, in a chronological order based on their occurrence in the history of these Faiths'. This
creates an incredible recounting of our religious history, solely through the dreams of some of
the Faiths' historical figures. You actually follow these dreams through the unfolding of both the
Bábí and Bahá'í Faiths, which is almost a mystical experience.Starting with a short history of the
religious importance of dreams, Badiei details the story of Joseph as a quintessential
example."(I)ts spiritual and symbolic significance has been of paramount interest to countless
religious scholars... it represents the prototype, the illustrative pattern of the Perfect Man, or of
any of the Manifestations of God."The book continues with, as I mentioned, over 100 different
dreams from both faiths, from the genesis of the Bábí Faith through the modern day.Overall, I
was and I remain very impressed. This is an important collection that has much value. It also
really allowed me to look at my dreams and my connection to the Bahá'í Faith in a way I hadn't
before. I've read it through at least twice and I continue to return to it, dipping in and out, visiting
the strange and wondrous world of the dreams of our spiritual forefathers and foremothers.One
of the comments that I have heard about the Bahá'í Faith is that is can occasionally be perceived
as very administrative. Truly, it does have the most organized administration I have ever seen in a
religion (and I view that as a big plus!). What that means though, is that most Bahá'ís have a very
rich inner spiritual life. It can be a very private thing. Amir Badiei's book has given us a glimpse
into one of the most private spiritual experiences one can have, our dreams, and presents them
to us so that they can become a part of ourselves.Thank you Mr. Badiei. I am grateful![...]”

Jocelyn Lee-Luyke, “Absolutely fascinating. This is the dream book I have been looking for. What
a delight to read. Thank you for your meticulous effort in compiling and writing it. I love this book.”

The book by Amir Badiei has a rating of  5 out of 5.0. 7 people have provided feedback.
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